Discovering God in the Psalms

“Repentance – this is how we do it”   Psalm 51:1-17

2Corinthians 7:10 “Godly sorrow brings repentance that leads to salvation and leaves 
no regret, but worldly sorrow brings death.

1John 2:15-16 “Do not love the world or anything in the world…For everything in the world – the cravings of sinful man, the lust of his eyes and the boasting of what he has and does – comes not from the Father but from the world.” 

Consequences of worldly sorrow: (1Peter 5:5-7, Genesis 3:1-14)
1. a blockage of Holy Spirit power; 

2. a barrier to intimacy with people; 

3. a bondage to continued failure; 
How We Do It; (Repentance)  

1.  Aware of our sin and need for atonement. Vs 1-2 ‘Have mercy on me…blot out 

     my transgression…wash away my iniquity and cleanse me…’  

· Romans 7:18 “I know that nothing good lives in me”   

· Job 5:17-18 “blessed is the man whom God corrects…”
2.  Acknowledge our sin and need for atonement. Vs. 3-4: “For I know my 

    transgressions …sin is always before me…Against you…I sinned so that proved right”

· God has the power and the right to judge all sin. Psalm 97:2 

· Romans 8:7-8 “those controlled by the sinful nature cannot please God.”

3. Admit our need for God’s provision for our atonement. Vs. 5-6: “Surely I was sinful     

    at birth…you desire truth in the inner parts…teach me wisdom in the inmost place”

· A personal responsibility and a personal response to God’s plan. Romans 10:9-10
4.  Accept God’s provision for sin and atonement. Vs. 7: “Cleanse me with the hyssop 

     and I will be clean, wash me and I will be whiter than snow.” 

· Ephesians 1:17 “In him we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of sins, in accordance with the riches of God's grace”
· Confession brings and builds conviction: of salvation & sanctification. 1John 1:9
5.   Amend our ways after sin and atonement. Vs. 10-12 “Create in me a pure heart, O 

      God and renew a steadfast spirit within me….”

· Psalm 139:23-24 “Search me O God…know my heart…my thoughts” 
6.  Authenticate the Christian life and live as an authentic witness to it. Vs. 13 “Then I 

     will teach transgressors your way and sinners will turn back to you.”  

· 2Corinthians 5:17-19 “Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation…is from God, who reconciled us to himself through Christ and gave us the ministry of reconciliation…he has committed to us the message of reconciliation.”

Repentance is the only road to redemption where misery is turned to victory and mistake is turned to ministry. 
